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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Superhero Day at TIS  
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On Friday, March 26 TIS celebrated Superhero Day The entire school followed a superhero 
theme. Classes consisted of superhero related curriculum activities and fun superhero themed 
games. Our Superhero Spirit Day was linked to our last HAWK's Nest lesson, which focussed 
on the fact that superheroes are all around us and that over the last year, kids have shown the 
world that they are superheroes too.  
 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) at Tolland Intermediate 
School 

Students across the state will soon begin taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment. Smarter 
Balanced Assessments are given in the areas of mathematics and English Language 
Arts/Literacy (ELA). SBAC tests are aligned with the Common Core State Standards and they 
are designed to measure student progress toward meeting grade level standards.  Our goal in 
developing a testing schedule is to minimize disruption to our typical school day. We are 
currently putting the final touches on our SBAC testing schedule and we will send it home as 
soon as possible. Students at Tolland INtermediate School will be testing the week of April 19. 
Testing will occur between 9:00 and 11:00 each day. 

 

Picture Day at T.I.S. 

Picture Day at T.I.S. will be April 9th.  Order forms will be coming home soon in backpacks.  
Lifetouch will be offering pictures to remote students also.  A sign up and more details will be 
sent those families soon.  Please mark your calendars. 

 

Bookfair 
 
The PTO ran our second modified version of our annual spring book fair last week. The 
modified version of the fair consisted of Scholastic bookcases being placed in an open area of 
the building. Students walked to the fair in small groups and viewed the title in display at the fair. 
Thanks to Mrs. Garrett and Mrs. Bishop for a spectacular job of organizing the fair and for Mrs 
Scheidel for running the fair for our students.   

  



Fifth Grade Esteem Day 
     
Dear Fifth Grade Parents: 
 
On Monday, April 5, our fifth grade students will have the unique opportunity to spend a portion 
of the day (virtually) with students from Canton High School.  The high school students are 
trained counselors who work with younger children as part of a program known as 
Esteem.  This year marks the 22nd year that Tolland Public Schools has been partnering with 
the Esteem Program. The partnership began while fifth grade was a part of Tolland Middle 
School. Below is a portion of an article published in the Journal Inquirer about the Esteem 
Program visiting TMS in 2000. 
 

TOLLAND - A group of Canton High School students spent much of Thursday 
with local fifth-graders, using skits, rap sessions, and audience 
participation to convey messages about saying no to drugs, the 
importance of self-esteem, and increasing communication with parents. 
About 20 Canton High students, specially trained as peer counselors for 
younger students, worked with the children throughout the afternoon and 
evening in the Tolland Middle School's gymnasium. The group, known as 
Esteem, used activities such as discussions, poems, dances, and skits. 
In the evening, parents of the students filled the bleachers in the 
gym, and watched as the fifth-graders learned about peer pressure, 
friends, communication among family members, control, and self-esteem. 
 
https://www.journalinquirer.com/archives/tolland-5th-graders-get-esteem-
presentation/article_7fe48381-06ce-529d-a965-2ce13d344481.html 

 

Some of the topics covered in the Esteem program are:   
• Self-esteem  
• Awareness of drug and alcohol-related issues 
• Helping others  
• Understanding feelings 
• Developing coping skills 

 
This year, Canton students and their two teacher-advisors will work virtually with our students 
and teachers the morning of April 5th. The evening portion will consist of a pre-recorded video 
that will be shared with families. 
 
An Esteem mask has been ordered for each fifth grader.  Students may wear the mask 
throughout the day.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the Esteem Program, please contact your child’s teacher.  
 
We look forward to having you and your child experience this memorable day. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Fifth Grade Teachers 
 
 



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 

March    
 29 2:45 Dismissal Beginning March 29 

Both T.I.S. and Birch Grove will begin dismissing students at 2:45 on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays beginning March 30. After 
school pick ups will be held from 2:45 - 3:10 in the rear of the building. On 
Wednesdays, students will be dismissed at 12:45. After school pick ups will 
be held from 12:45 - 1:10 in the rear of the building.   
 
 

April     
1 Courage Month Begins 
2 NO SCHOOL – GOOD FRIDAY 

 5 Virtual Esteem Day, Grade 5 
 7 EARLY DISMISSAL 
 9 Picture Day 
 14 Hawk Nests 
 14 EARLY DISMISSAL 
 19-23 NO SCHOOL – APRIL BREAK 
 26-30 SBAC Testing 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
To the Parents/Guardians of 5th grade girls,  
 

The Tolland Intermediate School Nurses would like to notify you of upcoming scoliosis and postural 
abnormality screening for our 5th grade female students. Section 10-214 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes specifies that postural screening be completed for (1) each female student in grades five 
and seven, and (2) each male student in grade eight or nine.  
 

“Scoliosis is a condition that causes the bones of the spine to twist or rotate so that instead 
of a straight line down the middle of the back, the spine looks more like the letter "C" or "S." 
Scoliosis curves most commonly occur in the upper and middle back (thoracic spine). They 
can also develop in the lower back, and occasionally, will occur in both the upper and lower 
parts of the spine. There are several different types of scoliosis that affect children and 
adolescents. Scoliosis is rarely painful—small curves often go unnoticed by children and 
their parents, and are first detected during a school screening or at a regular check-up with 
the pediatrician” (The Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America and the Scoliosis 
Research Society, 2015).    

 

The purpose of the screening is to detect early signs of postural abnormalities so that a referral can 
be made to initiate treatment to prevent, if possible, the discomfort and complications that can arise 
from these abnormalities, and ,if possible, prevent the need for future surgery.  
 

Screening will be conducted privately in the health room, with both nurses,  and will only take a few 
minutes. The screening requires we examine the students’ back; therefore girls are encouraged to 
wear a bra, camisole, or a bathing suit top with thin strap. If this is not an item worn daily, please 
encourage your daughter to keep one in her bag to wear for her comfort the day of the screening.  
 

Should you need further information or if you have any questions please feel free to reach out to me 
via email pfeyerharm@tolland.k12.ct.us or contact one of the nurses at 860.870.6891 xt 2.  
 

Nurse Paula and Nurse Susan 
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All female students in Grade 5 will be screened unless they meet one of the following: 

 

 
• A parent/guardian waiver (below) will exempt a student from scoliosis screening at 

school. If the exemption is not received by April 1st the screening will take 
place.                                           

 

 
• Students who have had a scoliosis screening as part of their physical exam and have 

submitted the copy of physical examination assessment record to the school 
nurse this year will be exempt from screening.  

 

 
• Students who are being monitored by their health care provider for spinal abnormalities 

may be excluded from the school screening process provided parent/guardian 
supplies documentation from the health care provider prior to scheduled 
screening at school.  

 
School screenings are scheduled for: April 1st- April 9th   

and April 12th-April 16th for any students not in school during initial screening.  
Available slots for screening of remote learners are 1:30-3:00 pm on April 7th and April 14th.  

Please call the health room to schedule a time for remote learners. 860.870. 6891 ext 2.  
 
Thank you, Nurse Paula and Nurse Susan 

________________________________________ 
 

Return this completed form ONLY IF YOU ARE REQUESTING AN EXEMPTION 
 
Student Name: _________________________________ Homeroom Teacher: _____________ 
I do not want my daughter to be screened for scoliosis. I will have my child evaluated by their 
healthcare provider.  
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
Printed Name parent/guardian: __________________________________ 

  



Unified Arts Update for March 2021  

  Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education  

 

Ms. Ballard - Art 

In the month of March, I will have Cohort 3, the third grade classes of LeBlanc, 

Williams, and Koss. This new cohort will be finishing up on April 6th, 2021.The 

students will be trying their hands at hand building coil pots, glazing, paper 

quilting, and drawing projects. It is up to the students if they would like to bring in 

a smock to wear during class. All materials, projects and smocks must be taken 

with the students every day. 

Each student received art materials from the first day of art class. All students are 

asked to please bring those materials with them to art class. Everyone was given, 

or sent a pink or purple folder with the art material in it. Please, bring the folder 

along with your ziplock bag of materials to art class.  

If your child did not receive those materials or the folder please let me know.  

Each student will be responsible for keeping track of their materials and bringing 

them to class every day. Materials will be given out to new students during the first 

day of class.   

I look forward to seeing you all and creating new art projects!   

Next month, I start working with the fifth grade, Cohort 4, this cohort 

includes the classes of Grabowski, Racco, and Yaglowski. I’m asking Cohort 4 

to find their art materials from their last art class and also bring in two empty 

cereal boxes from home.  

Great projects ahead! I’m so excited to start! See you soon! April is right 

around the corner.     

         

 

 



Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

During the month of March, the fifth grade classes of Grabowski, Racco, and 

Yaglowski have Library as their Unified Arts special. Students will be reviewing 

skills from October, like logging into Destiny and searching for books by genre. In 

addition, they will complete a mini research project from picking the topic, taking 

notes, writing paragraphs, creating a Google Slideshow and finally presenting it to 

the class. Students will spend the last week creating poetry and completing a 

STEM project. There is always so much going on in Library class!  
 

 
The fifth grade cohort group of Biddle, Catlin and Zangerl will start their next 

Library classes on Wednesday April 7th.  

**EVEN IF YOUR STUDENT DOES NOT HAVE LIBRARY AS A 

SPECIAL, THE LIBRARY IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE! Your student is 

encouraged to put books on hold at school or at home and the library staff will 

deliver the books to their classroom! So easy!  
 

 

Ms. Baker - General Music and Grade 5 Chorus           
 

 

                 Celebrate the differences between us! 
 

Ms. Baker & 

    Vanessa Menendez 



Grade 3 general music:  

Missing my third graders: I will see you in May! 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth grade cohorts will be having music in April 

and May. They  will be learning about the music, instruments, dances, games and 

songs of Asia, Africa, and 

Europe.  

Grade 5 general music: The fifth graders have been learning how to play the 

ukulele and experiencing the music, instruments and culture of Hawaii. There are 

resources on the google classrooms for students to continue playing on their 

own.  Students are not required to purchase their own ukulele but, if you or your student 

are interested in investing in your own ukulele contact me in order to find a quality 

instrument at a reasonable price. 
 

Grade 5 Chorus: Grade 5 chorus will be meeting in person  on thursday mornings 

from 8:30-9:00. Remote learners can log in using the Chorus google classroom 

meeting link. **At this time we are not planning a live concert for third grade. 

Please watch this Unified Arts page for future updates. 
 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band and Chorus  

 

Grade 4 Chorus:  With the return of students to a five day in-school schedule, 4th 

grade chorus will need to meet in small groups due to the State of Connecticut 

reopening guidelines. Most Chorus members will be scheduled on a pull out basis 

and continue to meet on Wednesdays during the school day. Chorus members who 

are also in Band will meet before school 8:30 am to 9:00 am on one of the 

following days: Monday, Wednesday or Thursday. Any Chorus member who is 

remote at home will be able to meet by using the link in the 4th grade Chorus 

Google Classroom. Please email nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us if you have any 

questions. 
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Grade 4 Band:  Band members have mastered skills needed for instrument 

assembly, disassembly and cleaning. Familiar tunes such as Hot Cross Buns, Mary 

Had a Little Lamb and AuClair de la Lune are already being played. Thank you to 

Mrs. Fischer for stopping by to compliment one of our Band classes! 

Being part of the band means that each week, students have  SMALL GROUP 

instruction time whether you are an in-person learner or a remote learner.  This 

year, we are using a rotating pull-out schedule during the school day. We are using 

special music masks and bell covers on our instruments when we play in school 

just like Band members in TMS and THS. Band is a graded class.  60 minutes per 

week of Home Practice is recommended for success and is an important 

commitment for students to make.  

Grade 5 Band:   The 5th Grade Band small group classes have been meeting in 

person in Mrs. Marchesani’s room and remote from home students are included in 

the schedule.  Students have completed the Concert Eb “Scale Preps for Beginning 

Band” by Mike Hannickel and have begun learning the Concert F scale preps. The 

Concert F Scale Preps will help with learning “Aura Lee”.  5th grade Band 

members began learning “This Old Dude”, a Tolland favorite arrangement based 

on the melody for “This Old Man”. We are having a lot of fun with this piece!  

Inclement Weather policy:  On early dismissal or late start days, small group Band 

classes WILL  meet.  Please contact me anytime with questions or 

concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 x 40226 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Fourth grade: The students will be taking the Connecticut physical fitness 

assessment. They will also participate in an exercise routine consisting of a 

warmup and exercises designed to elevate the heart rate.  If time permits, they will 

play several invasion games.  Teamwork and sportsmanship will be the focus of 

these games.   
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10 Weeks of Themed Summer Vacation Fun 

Join Us for 1 week or all 10 

Projects, Activities and Field Trips 

Runs June 21st through August 27th 

Grades K-6 

Email Chiller@tolland.k12.ct.us for Registration 

Information 
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FROM LAST WEEK’S D.B. 

 
Happy Spring from the math department! 

 
 
Most classes took a day to learn about pi this week in honor of Pi Day, which was 
March 14th.  Students learned about the different measurements of a circle they could 
calculate by using the value of pi (3.14).  Many students were very excited to learn that 
pi was an infinite value and several students even began trying to memorize as many 
digits as possible.  One fourth grader was getting close to 25 digits! Amazing.  We also 
saw lots of pi day inspired t-shirts which were fantastic.   
 
In math class, lots of teachers took the opportunity to do some really fun lessons related 
to pi.  Many classes used the digits of pi to create a pi line skyline.  The students 
graphed the first 30 digits of pi on grid paper and colored in the bars to make a design 
that looked like a cityscape.  Other students made very colorful patterns with their 
graphs.   
 
Other classes read really fun books like,  Sir Cumference and the First Round Table 
and Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi.  These titles are both available to listen to on 
YouTube if you want to share in these books with your children. 
 
Overall, it was a nice opportunity for the students to learn about pi and circles in a 
different way.  We look forward to having more exciting math adventures coming up.   
 

Here is a math joke to leave you with…. What did zero say to eight?   Nice 
belt.  Ha!  Enjoy your week! 
 
  



News from Student Services

 
 

Developmental Guidance Classes 

 

 
Fourth Grade 

We have wrapped up this round of fourth grade guidance! After our Who We Are 

activity, we then took some time to learn more about Empathy and Inclusion. We read the 

story The Invisible Boy, which students truly enjoyed. Then, we completed an activity 

where students explored what it looks like, sounds like, and feels like when someone is 

being included. We discussed showing empathy for others and ourselves. 

 

We then took some time to learn all about Stress. Students completed a Stress Inventory, 

where they were asked to identify things in their lives that cause them the most stress. 

Students were given a statement such as, “homework,” and had to rate their stress level 

for that item on a scale from 1 to 5. We had some great discussions about common 

stressors that fourth grade students have! 

 
 



Then, we explored some ways to manage stress in our lives. Students learned about 

positive self talk, and turning to people in their lives who can provide support. We did an 

activity where students traced their hands and wrote down positive self-talk statements 

that can help them through tough situations. For example, when a student has a difficult 

test coming up, it may help them to feel better if they say to themselves, “I can do this!” 

“I am strong!” “I am smart!” They then had the opportunity to decorate their traced hands 

in a way that spoke to them.  

 
 

On Virtual days, students were given other materials that can help them practice stress 

relief strategies. Located in Google classroom, students have access to videos that help 

them practice breathing techniques, as well as determining their “safe place.” By 

imagining themselves in their safe place, they can reduce their stress!

 
 

We then had a lesson on Communication! Students learned about different 

communication styles, relating them to animals; a shark, an owl, and a turtle. They then 

had a chance to determine when is the best time to use each style. Students then read 

comics and discussed which communication styles were being represented in the comics. 



 

 
Finally, students participated in learning more about themselves and possible future 

careers by completing the Color Quiz. Students completed a short inventory to help them 

discover careers that might be of interest to them, based on their strengths and interests! 

 
  



 
 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 

about:blank


NEW!!! 

PICTURE DAY AT T.I.S.!! 

APRIL 9, 2021 

 

 

 

 

  



 

NEW INFORMATION  

Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS and TMS Principals,  
Mr. Dineen and Mrs. Grande 

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
 

Math Placement Parent 
Meeting 

TIS Coffee with the 
Principal  

TMS Breakfast with the 
Principal  

Date: Thursday April 29, 2021 
 

Time: 6:00-7:00pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9240905772
4?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm8

0V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 924 0905 7724 
Passcode: 3JfW4x 

Date: Wednesday May 19, 
2021 

 

Time: 10:00am - 11:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/964285421
73?pwd=eEJDRDJrVFNKTk

VITmNEeWszblpNZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 964 2854 2173 
Passcode: 0vpDHN 

  

Date: Wednesday May 12, 
2021 

 

Time: 9:00am - 10:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9675100605
5?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRz

RXFGZkJVTUpMdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 967 5100 6055 
Passcode: 1rNz0D 

  

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools Middle School Math 

Placement website. It can be accessed directly with this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004 or by following 

the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics 
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CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 



 



 

  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End   

  

 


